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There are more than a
few characteristics of

our small Nevada community that demonstrate
its social unity.

Those qualities among many include our rich
history, values and a genuine desire to share
our experience with others. Charming
communities subscribe to the guiding principle
of maintaining a people-centric approach in
their planned activities. It is this exact
principal that the (your) Friends of Genoa
considers in all that we do.

With that said, we want to express our
congratulations to the Genoa Volunteer Fire
Department and their event Steering
Committee on their successful inaugural
presentation of Genoa Western Heritage Day.
By all measures the day’s activities were well
attended, as were the Friday and Saturday
dinner concerts. This event is one of many
activities that takes place in our community
which enriches our social unity. As such, the

Greetings from
The Friends 
of Genoa

Friends of Genoa News
Friends of Genoa was pleased to have
contributed partial creation funding to this event
in the hope that it will continue.

To that end, we are noticing “new faces” in our
community, no doubt from their encountering the
above-mentioned unity experience. In our
continued effort to extend our down home
hospitality, the Friends of Genoa and the Pink
House restaurant are co-hosting a Genoa Meet
and Greet event. The express purpose of this
event is to enlighten those residents who would
like to learn more about our history, gain
knowledge of opportunities to volunteer, meet
our board and perhaps become a member of the
Friends of Genoa. The event will be held at the
Pink House located on Genoa Lane, on Thursday
July 12th from 5 to 7 p.m. Please RSVP at
FriendsOfGenoaNV@gmail.com. If you’re
interested in learning about the town, please visit
our Friends of Genoa page on Facebook.com. 

Thank you for your continued support…
– Dave Whitgob, President, Friends of Genoa

During the month of April, fire
crews from the Nevada
Department of Forestry assisted
in the annual Genoa Cemetery
clean up. The crew spent two full
days clearing pinecones, pine
needles, and other wind strewn
debris from our historic
graveyard. A week later, a crew
from China Spring Youth Camp
volunteered to help cleanup.

Thank you to the board
members of the Genoa Cemetery

Association for ensuring that the
final resting place of Genoa’s
pioneers is well maintained. 

Thanks also to the following
volunteers: Betsy and Randy
Falcke, Todd Falcke, Roger Falcke,
Wally Adams, Steve and Elaine
Shively. 

Plots are still available in Genoa
Cemetery. You needn’t live in
Genoa to be interred at the
cemetery. Please call Wally
Adams, President of the Genoa

Cemetery Association, for more
information, (775) 720-1627.

News About Town: Genoa Cemetery Cleanup

As with any of our events, we would love to
hear from you. You can easily reach FOG at our
email address:  FriendsOfGenoaNV@gmail.com

or call 901-3508. We’d love to have your help
and participation. Donations can be mailed to
FOG, PO Box 224, Genoa, NV 89411. Thank you.

INTERESTED IN HELPING?
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On Wednesday, July
4th, Friends of
Genoa presents
the annual
Genoa
Americana
Celebration. 

Please come join us as we
celebrate our nation’s birthday in
Mormon Station State Park from
10 a.m. until 6 p.m. 

The festivities will
begin with the Children
and Pet Parade at 10
a.m. (no motorized
vehicles, please).
Parade participants
should meet before 10
at Genoa Town Park to
prep for the parade. 

At 11 a.m., the Genoa
Volunteer Fire
Department will begin
serving their delicious
July 4th BBQ Chicken
meals with all the fix’ns. 

From 11 a.m. through
4 p.m. music of
traditional American
bands will fill the air

with everything from Bluegrass,
to Country Western and more. 

At 4:15 p.m. we will enjoy a
presentation by the Scottish
American Military Color Guard
and finally at 4:30 p.m. our
featured performer, the Carson
City Symphony, will perform the
best of classical music for our
American Independence. 

Guests are welcome to bring
blankets, low back chairs and
picnic baskets. The park will be
open for set up at 8 a.m.
Wednesday morning.

The Town of Genoa continues to
sponsor the free summer concerts
for the 2018 season. Bring friends,
family and a picnic and enjoy a
variety of music in the beautiful
Genoa Town Park. Our Sunday
concerts begin at 5 p.m. and are
scheduled as follows:

June 10 – Ike & Martin
Live acoustic Classic Rock
www.IkeandMartin.com

July 8 – Apothic
Blues, R&B and Americana, vocal and
instrumental
www.RedHorseMusic.com/Apothic

August 12 – The Connor Party
Authentic and original Classic Rock
and Blues.
www.TheConnorParty.com

September 9 – Sagebrush Rebels
Country Western, fiddle infused fun.

Experience the 4th of July in Genoa!
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By Chris Johnson

Greetings from Mormon Station!
We are extremely proud to be
offering a wide variety of
interpretive programs at the park
this summer, including guided
walks/hikes, history talks, and

children’s arts and crafts. Some of
the programs scheduled for this
summer include:

July 8, 1:30 p.m. – Tour the
Grounds with a Ranger

There’s even more to Mormon
Station than meets the eye! Join a
park ranger for a “behind the
scenes” guided tour throughout
the grounds of Mormon Station
State Historic Park, and learn
about the fascinating history of
this four-acre parcel of land. 

June 16 & July 14, 11 a.m. –
Junior Ranger (Children’s Activity)

Join park rangers for an
educational junior ranger lesson
and activity! Participants will be
awarded their own junior ranger
badge at the end of the activity.

June 30 & July 28, 1 p.m. – Paint
with a Ranger

Join park staff for a fun program
that will lead participants step-by-
step through the painting process!
Participants will have their own
12” x 12” canvas painting to take
home at the end of the program.
Reservations are required for this
program, and space is limited.

June 16 & 30, July 14 – Paranor-
mal Investigation & Camp-out

Join this local group on a real
investigation using professional
equipment! Participants must be
at least 15 years old, and
accompanied by an adult
guardian over 18. Reservations
are required for this program and
space is limited (see contact info). 

June 18, 10 a.m. & July 16, 
11 .a.m. – Crafts in the Orchard

Children and parents/guardians:
Meet in the apple orchard for fun
and educational arts and crafts
activities, such as “Make your
own Petroglyphs,” and “Make a
Covered Wagon.” All art supplies
will be provided by the park, and
participants will be able to take
their project home with them.

For the full schedule, stop by
the park and pick up a brochure,
or visit our Facebook page at
Facebook.com/MormonStation. 
For more information, or to

make a reservation, contact the
park: (775) 782-2590, or by email:
mormonstation@parks.nv.gov or
visit the Nevada State Parks
website for park updates:
parks.nv.gov/parks/mormon-station.

Summer 2018 Activity Schedule
Mormon Station State Historic Park
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Whit Hall was
raised in the Carson
Valley and embraced
it wholeheartedly
throughout his
youth, working on
his family ranch and
enjoying outdoor
sports such as
skiing, hiking and
fishing. He settled with his family
in the Seattle area, but made
frequent trips back to the Carson
Valley for his love of the outdoors,
the environment and mentoring.
The Hall Family and Fairweather
Foundation in support of the
Nature Conservancy, proudly
offer the Whit Hall Interpretative
Center as a vibrant, living legacy
to a thoughtful, smart, well-
educated, kind man who always
called the Carson Valley, “Home.”

Scientists & Students at WHIC
Last year, the Whit Hall

Interpretive Center at River Fork
Ranch served as basecamp for a
group of 25 scientists, graduate
students and researchers from
Mongolia, France, and the U.S.,
focusing on macroecology as it
relates to river basins in major
temperate steppe regions of the
world. The project received
National Science Foundation
support to sample three rivers,
including the Carson River, in
three different ecoregions on two
continents over three summer
field seasons. This summer, five
graduate students from U.C. Santa
Barbara’s Bren School of
Environmental Science and
Management will intern at the
WHI Center as they evaluate

watershed ecosystem
services and potential
nature-based conservation
solutions in the Carson and
Walker watersheds. The
students will be researching
historic and current water
flow rates, predicted
precipitation type and timing
as well as projected water

use in the two watersheds.
The Western Pond Turtle is the

only native fresh water turtle in
Nevada. Nevada Department of
Wildlife staff along with a cadre of
Nature Conservancy citizen
scientists, working from the WHI
Center, are continuing a multi-year
project to evaluate the habitat
use, home range, dispersal
patterns, population dynamics
and genetic source of the pond
turtle population in the Carson
Valley. The project includes
telemetry tracking, genetic
sampling and occurrence based
surveys. Based on their
preliminary findings, NDOW
scientists recently published a
report on the Habitats and Home
Ranges of the Western Pond Turtle
in Nevada’s Carson River. 

In 2018, we’re expanding our
work to determine whether the
Carson, Truckee and Walker river
turtle populations have a common
genetic origin. These efforts will
guide future monitoring and
habitat conservation efforts.

The WHI Center and River Fork
Ranch serve as an outdoor
classroom and field laboratory for
numerous groups each year,
connecting people with nature
through school field trips,

community outreach events,
citizen science research and
service learning opportunities. 

For details, contact Robert
Schilling at One Carson River (The
Carson River Watershed Group) at
(775) 591-4550 or by email,
Robert@OneCarsonRiver.org.

Astronomical Society of Nevada
Join us on the second Friday of

every month, as expert volunteers
from the ASN turn their telescopes
to the night sky and bring the
wonders of the stargazing to
everyone. Free and suitable for all
ages. A red lens on your flashlight
helps keep all eyes dark-adapted.
Contact Frank Davis from the
Astronomical Society of Nevada at
(775) 267-9936 or ffdavis@ieee.org.

Whit Hall Interpretive Center at The River Fork Ranch

Whit Hall – 1963-2006
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By Billie J. Rightmire, 
Genoa Town Historian

Lillian “Lilly” May Virgin
was born in Genoa on
October 6, 1877, to Mary
Raycraft Virgin and Judge
Daniel Webster Virgin. She
grew up to be a beautiful
lady, graceful, talented,
very well educated
(University of Nevada)
and admired by everyone
who knew her. She met Louis in
Genoa in 1903 while he was
there on business.

Louis Zerratt Finnegan was
born in 1858 in Dublin, Ireland.
Finnegan was considered one of
the pioneers of Goldfield,
Nevada. At times he also resided

in other places
such as
Tonopah,
Hawthorne and
Genoa, Nevada.
The 1920 U.S.
census shows
Louis
Finnegan’s
occupation as
Mining
Procurator. In

other words, a broker with a
business in Goldfield, where he
was very successful.

Lillian married Finnegan on
February 26, 1907, in Genoa at
the “Pink House”, Lillian’s family
home, before relatives and
friends. They left on a
honeymoon tour to the west
coast. Could it have been on this
trip to the coast that Lilly
conceived the idea of passing
candy around at a dance at
home to earn money for the
street lights in her beloved
Genoa? (The Genoa Candy
Dance 1919)

During their marriage, Lillian
traveled most of the time with
Louis on his mining ventures
throughout the west. When not
traveling Lillian returned to
Genoa for a visit with her family.
Finnegan had a guest house built
a short distance from the rear of
the “Pink House” just for those
visits. 

Finnegan was in and out of
most of the mining areas in
Nevada and perhaps California.
In August of 1904, it was
reported a land sale was made

through Finnegan for the
Portland group on a piece of
ground between the September
and Bull Con mines from Murphy
and Meyers, saying, “…good
looking rock has been opened
up.” Finnegan was at his best.

In 1906 in Tonopah, Nevada,
Finnegan was involved in a 1904
lawsuit where he and two other
men, E. O’Brien and O. F. Reibel
had a “grubstake” ($75) interest
in the Montgomery-Shoshone
mine with E.A. Montgomery. The
case was denied by Judge Breen.
The case was appealed. In
appeals court, it was ruled the
plaintiffs, Finnegan and friends,
had failed to prove their case.
Loss: grubstake money, court
costs, other expenses and time.
It is said that Finnegan made and
lost several fortunes over the
years. History shows us that
mining was, and still is, a gamble
and not always a sure thing.
Finnegan held stock in several
mines, to name a few: The
Portland in Goldfield, Manhattan
Jumbo Mining Co., City of
Goldfield Mining Co., and others.

Louis Finnegan died at Cisco,
Eastland, Texas, on July 13, 1926,
of natural causes. He was there
on business. He is buried in the
Genoa Cemetery.

Lillian died February 6, 1938,
at age 60. She is also buried in
the Genoa Cemetery. Louis and
Lillian had no children.

Ref: Joan Stephens, researcher
1920 US Census
The Record-Courier Newspaper

A short story: Lilly Finnegan, 1877-1938
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The Centennial Genoa
Candy Dance Statue
Project reached
significant milestones in
April. The Douglas County
Planning Commission
approved a Special Use
Permit to locate the
bronze statue of Lillian
Virgin Finnegan on the
northwest corner of Nixon
and Main Streets. The
statue will be installed in
the summer of 2019. The
Statue Project committee
thanks everyone who
assisted with securing a “home”
for Lillian, including Genoa Town
Manager Phil Ritger, members of
the Genoa Town Advisory Board,
the Friends of Genoa and R.O.
Anderson Engineering, Inc.

A 7-foot Styrofoam enlargement
of the 18-inch maquette (model)
of Lillian Virgin Finnegan has been
created by 3D scanning the
original. The rough cut Styrofoam
was then refined by hand,
covered with clay, and
transported from the Bronze-
smith Foundry in Prescott Valley
to the home of Debrine and Larry

Smedley in Scottsdale.
Debrine, the sculptress,
is at work adding clay,
sculpting, and refining
the statue details, to be
completed by the end of
2018. 

In April, members of
Genoa “pioneer”
families and Statue
Project committee
members gathered at
the home of Marilyn
and Tony Prestigiacomo
for a social evening of
conversation. Billie Jean

Rightmire, Randy & Betsy Falcke,
and Judy Brierly shared Genoa
history and reminisced about
Candy Dance events over the

years. The Genoa Pioneer
Reunion Picnic is planned for
Sunday, June 10. Details will be
posted on the Genoa’s website:

GenoaNevada.org. For more
information, contact Marilyn
Presti, (775) 721-5663.   

Statue Project donor forms are
available at the Genoa Town
Office and The Pink House. For
more information, contact: Gail
Teig (775-790-4231). Email
100thCandyDance@gmail.com or
visit our Facebook page at
Facebook.com/GenoaCandyDance

Full-size styrofoam: before and after covering with clay.

Honoring Genoa’s Volunteers – Past, present and future:
Centennial Genoa Candy Dance Statue Project Milestones

Statue committee’s visit to Bronzesmith Foundry in Arizona.
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What began in the year 2000 as
a means to raise funds to erect a
statue of the “Legendary Mailman
of the Sierra” eventually became
The Friends of Snowshoe
Thompson organization (FOST),
whose purpose in Genoa today is:
“To promote and foster the
memory of John ‘Snowshoe’
Thompson through events and
activities, and to maintain the
statue and planter in Mormon
Station State Historic Park.”

This year on February 24, the
organization celebrated its 
18th Annual Snowshoe
Thompson Ski & Snowshoe
Celebration at the Lake Tahoe
Golf Course in South Lake Tahoe,
CA. For the first time FOST,
partnered with the Lake Tahoe
Historical Society, Alpine County
and the Douglas County Historical
Society — all in communities
where Snowshoe Thompson made
a significant impact.

The event was a resounding
success with more than 60
attendees — exceeding
attendance of all past events! 

Many joined Snowshoe
Thompson (portrayed by Steve
Hale) on a journey around the
snow-covered golf course grounds
and learned about “long-boarding”
from member and Norwegian
native Nina MacLeod. Musician
Richard Blair entertained with his
original folk songs, including one
about Snowshoe himself. Author
Frank Tortorich brought copies of
his book John A. “Snowshoe”
Thompson: Pioneer Mail Carrier of
the Sierra and signed them for
buyers. There were also displays

and exhibits by the Lake Tahoe
Historical Society, as well as The
Friends of Snowshoe Thompson. 

Mark your calendars now for

Saturday, March 2, 2019, with the
same event location for next year. 

Snowshoe Thompson’s legend
extends far and wide, beyond
Genoa and the Carson Valley. If
you are interested in becoming a
lifetime member for only $10 or
just want information about the
organization, please visit the
website: SnowshoeThompson.org,
or visit our Facebook page:
Facebook.com/FriendsOfSnowshoe. 

For more, contact secretary Sue
Knight at wildrose@pyramid.net
and (775) 315-7777, or Kim Harris
at kim.dabunns@hotmail.com and
(775) 220-0605.
Beste hilsener! (Best wishes!)
– Kim Harris, President, The Friends

of Snowshoe Thompson

The Friends of Snowshoe Thompson

Photo courtesy of Kurt Hildebrand, April 2018.

Live Music at the

SUNDAY
PORCH PARTY

Genoa residents
enjoyed the May 20th
Porch Party hosted by
the Genoa Bar. More
Porch Parties
scheduled thru Oct.
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On May 19, a beautiful
monument at the Courthouse
Museum was unveiled commemo-
rating the lives of artist Hans
Meyer-Kassel (1872-1952) and his
wife Maria Meyer-Kassel.

Proclamations from Governor
Brian Sandoval and the Douglas
County Board of Commissioners
were presented. Bill Brooks, local
Genoan and the couple’s nephew,
donated the painting selected as
a U.S. postage stamp in 1951. The
painting will be on permanent dis-
play at the Courthouse Museum.

The Nevada Museum of Art’s
exhibit, Hans Meyer-Kassel: Artist
of Nevada, ends September 2.

On Saturday, June 16 at 8 a.m.
the amazing volunteers of the
Town of Genoa will gather in front
of the Town Office to begin our
annual town cleanup day. 

The Town of Genoa will provide
the trash bags, latex gloves and
water for the volunteers. Please
bring your own work gloves. 

We will work until
approximately 11 a.m. Please
come join in the fun as we spruce
up our town for the summer.

Genoa 
Cleanup Day

The Genoa Candy Dance Arts &
Crafts Faire is fast approaching —
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 29 &
30. Last year, we had 127 selfless
volunteers… Bottom line? We
need your help again this year! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR:
• CANDY MAKING — Begins in

August. Love cooking? 3,100
pounds of candy were made
last year. Only volunteer job
available before the event. 

• CANDY SELLING — Sell candy in
the Town Hall during the Faire
and assist with setup and
cleanup.

• DINNER/DANCE — Setup seating
on Saturday afternoon and
assist with hosting duties at the
dinner/dance on Saturday
evening.

• INFO BOOTH — Assist Faire
attendees with questions,
locating vendors & more, while
sitting in the shade. 

• VENDOR HOSTS — Provide booth-
sitting and/or walking around
to assit with the arts and crafts
vendors during the Faire.

• ICE SALES — Responsible for the
sale of ice to food vendors. 
This is a “cool” job for anyone!

• OTHER POSITIONS — will need
staffing as the event date nears.

This is a fun way to meet local
people!  So…if you’d like to be a
part of Candy Dance, please email
or call us at the contact below: 
AlisonRogerGrey@yahoo.com. 
(775) 782-2430 (Alison & Roger)
We’d love to hear from you!

G E N O A  C A N D Y  D A N C E  2 0 1 8

Are you ready to be a Volunteer?
Memorial Dedication

Author Jack Bacon and Genoan Bill
Brooks beside the memorial.
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In December of 2018, three of
the current Genoa Town Advisory
Board members will conclude
their terms. Board Member Greg
Pace has served 12 consecutive
years on the board and will be
termed out at the end of 2018.
Two other board members, Tim
DeTurk and Linda Birdwell, will
also conclude their tenure at the
end of this year. Tim serves as the
chairman of the board and Linda,
the vice chair. 

One Genoa resident, Brian
Crowe, filed papers at the county
to run for a seat on the board.
Brian, a resident of Genoa since
2000, worked as a mechanical
engineer/construction manager
on large power, nuclear and
communication facilities
throughout the world. He then

joined Western Nevada College as
their Environmental, Health and
Safety Coordinator. Brian retired
after 13 years at WNC with
emeritus status.

The two remaining vacant
positions will be filled by
appointment. 

Our current board members
will interview interested
candidates and select two
appointees to serve two-year
terms on the board. Any
interested Genoa residents should
contact Town Manager Phil Ritger
at 782-8696. 

To serve on the Genoa Town
Advisory Board one must live in
Genoa and be a registered voter.
The town borders are indicated
on the map (right). The GTAB
meets on the first Wednesday of

every month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Genoa Town Office meeting room.

22nd

1996 • 2018 ANNIV
ER

SA
RY

GENOA NOTES: Advisory Board Members needed

Download a large map PDF: www.
GenoaNevada.org/GenoaTownBoard.htm
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June 6 – Wednesday       Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m.

June 10 – Sunday           Genoa Concert On The Green                              Genoa Town Park                           5:00 p.m.

June 16 – Saturday         Genoa Town Clean-up Day                                      Meet at Town Office                       8-11 a.m.

July 8 – Sunday               Genoa Concert On The Green                              Genoa Town Park                           5:00 p.m.

July 11 – Wednesday      Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m.

August 1 – Wednesday   Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m.

August 12 – Sunday       Genoa Concert On The Green                              Genoa Town Park                           5:00 p.m.

June 5 – Tuesday            Friends of Genoa Annual Membership Mtg.          Town Office Meeting Rm               5:00 p.m.

June 10 – Sunday           Genoa Pioneer Picnic                                                Genoa Town Park                           1:00 p.m.

June 14 – Thursday       Hans Meyer-Kassel Lecture                                         Douglas Co. Hist. Soc. Museum    6:00 p.m.
                                           – by Author Jack Bacon                                                        1477 Hwy. 395 N., Ste. B                               

June 21 – Thursday       National Pony Express Assoc. Re-Ride              Mormon Station Park                     3:00 p.m.

July 4 – Wednesday        Genoa Americana July 4th Celebration            Mormon Station Park           10 a.m.–6 p.m.

July 4 – Wednesday        Genoa VFD July 4th Chicken BBQ                       GVFD Station 3                      11 a.m.–4 p.m.

Town of Genoa Events and Meetings

Other Events for Genoa Residents and Visitors

GenoaNevada.orgVisit our website!


